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o What is phonics?

o Read Write Inc – Ashbrook's phonics programme for teaching 

phonics

o Progress expectations

o How you can help at home

o Demonstration lessons

o Set A/B

o Red/Ditty

o Pink/Orange

Session focus this morning



English Alphabetic code?

We use 44 sounds to make all the words in the English language.                                     

This means we’ve got a problem. 
We’ve got 44 sounds and only 26 letters.

The 26 letters work singly, in pairs and sometimes in threes to 

represent one sound.

We have to group letters together to write some sounds e.g. ‘sh’, ‘air’.
We call these “special friends”

In English we have more than 150 ways to represent 44 sounds, using 

the 26 letters in the alphabet.

This makes our language one of the most complex in the world!



Speed Sounds Set 1 and Set 2

Read Write Inc, Phonics makes learning to read easy for 

children because we start by teaching them just one 

way of reading and writing every sound. Here they are 

on the Simple Speed Sounds chart.

We teach Set 1 sounds first - (sounds as far as a e i o u). 

Then Set 2 – one way to read and write each of the 

long vowel sounds.

The sound charts are displayed in all classrooms.



All words are made up of individual sounds. These sounds are blended together to form words.

e.g. in ‘mat’ we have the sounds ‘m’, ‘a’, ‘t’, ship – ‘sh’, ‘i’, ‘p’.

A grapheme is another name for the letters we use to write the sound. It’s spelling of a sound on the page. 

Using phonics, children learn to read by saying each sound and blending them to read a word.

Children learn to spell by segmenting a word into sounds and writing the matching graphemes.

The National Curriculum ensures that all children are taught Phonics systematically. 

This gives your children the tools to read any word, for example demonstrate, containing, roamed, trivial, injured, 

whimper.

What is phonics?



Pure Sounds



Sounds + Blending = Word Reading

Alongside teaching children sounds, we teach them to blend sounds to read words e.g. s-a-t, sat.

Once children can read sounds speedily and understand 'Fred talk' (m-a-t...mat), they can decode 

words.



What we teach when?



What we teach when cont'd?



Phonics lessons at Ashbrook

• Children are grouped in ability attending a 30-minute session every day

• Read Write Inc strategies are used throughout the day in all aspects of reading and writing

• Sounds and words are displayed in each classroom to support the children

• Children not on track receive daily interventions

• Initially children will bring home a sheet daily to practise the new sound

• Children will then bring home blending books for daily practise

• Once in Ditty group the children will bring home a Ditty sheet to practise each day

• Once in Red group and beyond the children will bring home two books a week. These books are 

exchanged on a Tuesday and a Friday

Please ensure your children’s books, reading records and fab phonics books are 
used daily but remain in their book bags so that they can read with their teachers 

at school.



Expectations of progress



Typical attainment and progress



Teaching letter formation

You will  find a copy of all of the phrases inside your child’s fab phonics books. Please ask your class teacher if you would like an additional copy.



1. Use pure sounds rather than letter names.

2. Teach the picture names.

3. Practise reading sounds speedily.

4. Watch the Virtual Classroom films together.

5. Use the handwriting phrases to practise writing

6. Short frequent bursts of practise (ideally daily) will have the biggest impact.

What can you do to help?

If you ever find your child does not have the expected sheet, reading book or has not had their fab 

phonics book updated, please contact your class teacher so that we can act promptly!

Thank you for taking the time to read this presentation. Your support and practise at home has an 

overwhelming impact on your child’s progress.

If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact a member of the team.



Can you 'Fred talk' these words?



Online resources available

• Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:
• https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/

• Ruth Miskin Facebook:

• https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

• Free e-books for home reading:

• http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


Thank you for coming

Please scan and leave us feedback to 

ensure that all our events and 

presentations meet the needs of you, 

our parents.

Thank you


